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letters of the Grand Duchess. Mr. Gladstone, though he thought
the work well intended and not unworthily executed, scrupled to
trouble Your Majesty on the subject, and is all the more sensible,
on this account, of the kindness and value of Your Majesty's
spontaneous commendation.
Due notice has been taken of Your Majesty's observation on
the absence of politics from the correspondence, which it is so
easy for him to understand.
He did not see the article until it appeared in the Review.
1063   (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. June 12-13. 1884. i2f a.m.
. . . It certainly appeared to Mr. Gladstone who on this subject
is tolerably impartial, that the opponents of woman-suffrage had
tonight the best of the argument.
When the movement began, about 1867, there were still re-
maining in our laws many gross cases of inequality as against
women. Many of these have been removed, and if an equitable
spirit continues to prevail, the arguments on the side of admission
will be seriously weakened.
Between 12 and I the House divided when there appeared
For the Woman Suffrage    135
Against it                         271
Majority    136
The minority was estimated to be composed of about 100 Con-
servatives and over 30 Liberals, * . *
1064  (Copy) Mr. Gladstone to Queen Victoria
HOUSE OF COMMONS. June 19-20. 1884. 12.30 a.m.
. . . Mr. Gladstone presumes to add the expression of his re-
joicing, and his humble congratulations on the arrival of another
anniversary added to the long roll of Your Majesty's happy reign.
1065                Queen Victoria to Mr. Gladstone
BALMORAL CASTLE. June 21.1884,
The Queen thanks Mr* Gladstone for his congratulations on her
accession day. 47 Years is a long time & the last 23 have been full
of growing cares & unusually severe trials, bereavements &
sorrows. They are telling on her health & strength.